Rabbits Skill-a-thon Study Guide

This packet contains study material for the annual skill-a-thon contest. Every
member taking a livestock project is encouraged to look over this material. Not
every skill-a-thon station is represented in this packet. Members are also
encouraged to use other resources to study (ie. Online resources and livestock
resource books). These packets are the members’ to keep; they do not need
returned to the Extension Office.

Feed samples are available upon request. (These will need returned to the
Extension Office).

As always, if you have any questions please call the Extension Office at 419-354-
9050.
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Rabbit Breeding and Reproduction Questions

Always take the ~ :tothe ___ cage when breeding.

The process of determining if a doe is pregnant by feeling for
developing babies in the uterus is called |

The average gestation period for rabbits is about __ days.
The birth process for rabbits is called

Removing young rabbits from the mother is called
Newborn rabbits are called

Mating unrelated rabbits from different lines is

Mating rabbits that are closely related is called ___

Mating rabbits of different breeds is called

Mating rabbits that are descendants of the same rabbit several
generations back is

Rabbit Skillathon
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Rabbit Breeding and Reproduction Questions

Always take the doe to the buck’s cage when breeding.

The process of determining if a doe is pregnant by feeling for
developing babies in the uterus is called palpation.

The average gestation period for rabbits is about 31 days.
The birth process for rabbits is called kindling.

Removing young rabbits from the mother is called weaning.
Newborn rabbits are called kits.

Mating unrelated rabbits from different lines is outcrossing.

Mating rabbits that are closely related is called inbreeding.

Mating rabbits of different breeds is called crossbreeding.

Mating rabbits that are descendants of the same rabbit several
generations back is linebreeding.
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Senior Rabbit Skillathon
Genetics and Breeding

Each cell in the rabbit has ___chromosomes.
_are the basic units of heredity.
. refers to a rabbit’s actual appearance.

refers to the genetic make up of the rabbit.

genes are symbolized by a capital letter and
refer to characteristics that always show up in a F1
offspring.

genes are hidden and are written with lower
case letters.

The term agouti refers to the ~_of color on
the hair shaft.

______ iis the mating of rabbits that are closely
related.

is the mating of unrelated rabbits from
different lines within the same breed.

____is the mating of rabbits that are
descendents of the same rabbit, but are related several
generations back.
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Senior Rabbit Skillathon
Genetics and Breeding

Each cell in the rabbit has 44 chromosomes.
Genes are the basic units of heredity.

Phenotype refers to a rabbit’s actual appearance.

Genotype refers to the genetic make up of the rabbit.

Dominant genes are symbolized by a capital letter and
refer to characteristics that always show up in a F1
offspring.

Recessive genes are hidden and are written with lower
case letters.

The term agouti refers to the rings or bands of color on
the hair shaft.

Inbreeding is the mating of rabbits that are closely
related.

Outcrossing is the mating of unrelated rabbits from
different lines within the same breed.

Linebreeding is the mating of rabbits that are
descendents of the same rabbit, but are related several
generations back.
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Major Parts of a Rabbit Skeletal System

N
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Major Parts of a Rabbit Skeletal System

1, Cranium (Skull) 6. Femur 11. Tarsus 16. Ribs 21. Atlas

2. Scapula 7. llium 12. Metatarsus 17. Carpus 22. Mandible
3. Spine 8. Sacrum 13. Phalanges 18. Metacarpus 23. Maxilla
4. Fibula 9. Caudal Vertebrae 14. Ulna 19. Sternum

5. Tibia 10. Calcaneus 15. Radius 20. Cervical Vertebrae

Skeletal
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Selection and Evaluation

£ Faults and
Disqualifications

Stained Coat

Colored toenail on a Urine and/or manure |
white breed stains on fur :
-or- : :
White toenail on a dark- :
colored breed :
Wry Tail Low in Shoulders :
Abnomal tail - bent, Shoulder depth is lacking :
carried, or twisted and fails to balance with :
permanently to one side : the hindquarters :
Corkscrew tail with one :
or more turns : :
Ear Canker Narrow in Shoulders
Inflamed, scabby H Shoulder width is :
condition deep inside the : "pinched" and fails to
ear - caused by an ; balance with the :
infection of the ear canal : hindquarters :
by ear mites : :
Malocclusion Stray Hairs
Teeth with lower incisors White hairs in
extending in front of the : colored fur :
upper incisors or meeting : :
with no overlap : :
Wry Neck Cow-Hocked
Carriage of the head to Hind legs that turn |
one side at an angular inward at the hocks, :
plane, instead of a causing the toes to turn :
normal carriage in a outward from the body :
vertical plane :
Foreign Color Patch : Molt
White spot in colored : Act of shedding or
area of the fur coat changing fur
-0Or -
Colored spot in white
area of the fur coat

..................................................................................................................................................
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NARNING: Before any condition is treated, medications not approved (labeled) for use in rabbits or cavies must
se prescribed by a licensed veterinarian {amiliar with the care and treatment of rabbits and cavies.
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