
 

 
 
 

 
 
Updated as of February 2023                                                                                                                     Rabbit 1 

wood.osu.edu 
CFAES provides research and related educational  
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

 

Wood County 4-H 
Rabbit Project Information  
 

Helpful information for your rabbit project. 

**The contents of this guide are meant to be just that, a guide and may be subject to change without 

notice.  Be vigilant about referencing the Wood County Fair website for the most up to date information 

regarding the fair. 

 

Rabbit Project Overview 

There are several rabbit projects that you can enroll in as a 4-H member. Here is a brief summary of 

each project: 

4-H # Title Description 

228 BR Breeding Rabbit Raise any breed of rabbit for breed or production purposes. 

228MA Market Rabbit Raise a meat breed of rabbit to harvest weight. The exhibit for this 
project is a pen of two, so you must have a minimum of two meat 
rabbits, and/or a single fryer. 

228PE Pet Rabbit Raise any breed of rabbit as a pet. Note: This rabbit project does not 
participate in the Rabbit Show, instead will participate in 4-H Project 
Judging, and does not stay in the Rabbit Barn during Fair. 

 

Project Literature 

You will need the following project materials for your rabbit project: 

• Rabbit Project Handbook ($11) - Designed to be used for all years of your rabbit projects. 

• Rabbit Project and Record Book ($8) - Obtain and keep for the resource information it contains. 

Note: do not use for your annual record keeping (with the exception of the first year). 

• Wood County Livestock Project Record Book (free) - Download this document and use as your 

Record Book for your project. You may also purchase one from the Extension Office for $4. 

Obtain a new one each year.  *You will need to bring this completed document to 4-H Project 

Interview Judging.   

In Summary: obtain the first two books listed above and keep and use them for all years you are taking a 

Rabbit Project. Each year, download a new Livestock Record book and use it to keep your annual project 

records. 

Note to those with Food Animal (Market) Projects: as a food animal producer you are required, by law, 

to keep a record of any treatments, medications, drugs, etc. that are used for the health of your animal.  

Use the Treatment Record within your Wood County Livestock Record Book to keep this information. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 4-H PARTICIPATION: * = Mandatory 

Activity Due Date Location Reference Page #  
 (in this guide) 

*Enroll in 4-H No later than 
March 15 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-
in 

2 

*4-H Project 
Interview Judging 

Second 
Thursday in July 

Wood County Fairgrounds  
Junior Fair Building 

2 

Skill-a-thon Second 
Thursday in July 

Wood County Fairgrounds  
Junior Fair Building 

3 

 
Activities that will take place prior to the Wood County Fair 

The following 4-H activities are described below.  

 

4-H Enrollment 

Membership requires enrollment in an authorized Ohio 4-H club or group under the direction of 

an OSU Extension professional or an approved adult volunteer. Your 4-H club Advisor will assist 

you with the online enrollment process. Joining Ohio 4-H is a privilege and responsibility for 

individuals and is subject to the Ohio 4-H Code of Conduct and applicable policies of The Ohio 

State University. Members must remain in good standing with their 4-H club, meaning attending a 

minimum of five meetings, completing a demonstration, fully participating, etc.  

 
Project Interview 

Project judging is an exciting time to showcase your hard work spent on your 4-H project. Our judges 

love talking with you and learning about your project. Please be patient and understand if a judge is 

running behind. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  

 

Judging Hints  

• Arrive at the Junior Fair Building with your project book and record books. Remember to wear 

nice attire to judging. See Dress Code below.  

• Check in at the registration desk.  

• Complete the top of a judging interview sheet. Be prepared to talk about your project, know 

what you did, how you did it, and what you learned. Be proud of your accomplishments! You 

worked hard. Have a seat, talk to friends and RELAX!  

• If you are unable to attend the specified project interview judging day in July at the Junior Fair 

Building, your advisor may judge the project and provide a grade to the Extension Office by the 

required date. 

• *Please note* To be eligible for awards (1st, 2nd, 3rd, honorable mention, and premier livestock 

interviewer) you must be judged on the day your project is assigned at the Junior Fair Building. 

 

Dress Code Rule for All Junior Fair Exhibitors 

The Junior Fair Dress Code is in effect for all Interview Judging Days and Livestock Shows.  

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
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• Livestock Interview Judging: exhibitors must wear a collared polo or buttoned shirt with some 

sleeve and nice blue jeans (no rips or cut-offs and no tank-tops, t-shirts or sleeveless tops) or 

your show whites.  

• Livestock Shows: show whites/coats/long sleeve shirts are required. 

• **Consequences for not following this rule may include class disqualification, or no interview 

until wardrobe is changed. This rule was adopted by the 4-H Committee and Jr. Fair Board. 

 

Skill-a-thon 

This is where you have the chance to shine as an exhibitor. This is a contest to show who knows the 

most about their species. You will study various topics on rabbits and then at 4-H Project Interview 

Judging, you will go into the skill-a-thon and answer the questions they pose for you. There are 2 levels: 

juniors (8-13 years old) and seniors (14-18 years old.) The exhibitors with the highest scores can earn 

ribbons and then have a chance to earn cash prizes.  

 

• The Rabbit Skill-a-thon is an activity that takes place prior to fair, at 4-H Project Interview 

Judging.  It is a series of stations on topics you are learning about in your Rabbit project. The 

goal of the Skill-a-thon is to facilitate learning about your rabbit project.  It is not expected, but 

highly encouraged that you participate in the Rabbit Skill-a-thon. 

• A Rabbit Skill-a-thon Study Guide is available to assist your learning.  The Study Guide can be 

found on the Wood County 4-H web site: 

https://wood.osu.edu/sites/wood/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/skillathon/rabbitsskillstudy17.

pdf  

• Online practice quizzes: 
https://wood.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/livestock-information/animal-
science-virtual-learning-lab 

• Additional information for the Rabbit Skill-a-thon can be found in your Rabbit Resource 

Handbook. 

• Prizes are awarded to exhibitors who perform well in the Skill-a-thon.  Prizes typically include 

cash and rosettes which are handed out at 4-H Spirit Night in October. 

Congratulations on the successful completion of your project! 
 
 
 
Basics for your Rabbit Project 
Market Rabbits- You want to show rabbits that are very close to identical in every way. They should 

look, weigh, and feel the same. One way to evaluate your rabbits is by weighing them and measuring the 

width of their loin and hindquarters.   

Breeding Rabbits- You do not have to breed (produce offspring) with your rabbit but can if you so 

choose.  The animal must show breed characteristics but does not have to be registered.  Find a 

https://wood.osu.edu/sites/wood/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/skillathon/rabbitsskillstudy17.pdf
https://wood.osu.edu/sites/wood/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/skillathon/rabbitsskillstudy17.pdf
https://wood.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/livestock-information/animal-science-virtual-learning-lab
https://wood.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/livestock-information/animal-science-virtual-learning-lab


 

 
 
 

 
 
Updated as of February 2023                                                                                                                     Rabbit 4 

wood.osu.edu 
CFAES provides research and related educational  
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

 

reputable breeder who can provide you with a quality rabbit. Avoid purchasing from pet stores as they 

are often low quality or mixed breeds. 

 

Find a Breeder 

• Your 4-H Advisor and/or Extension Office can provide a list of possible sources of animals.  You 

can sometimes find reputable breeders on Facebook or at ARBA.net under the “member 

resources” tab. 

• Make sure you contact breeders well in advance and let them know the date of the fair so that 

your rabbits are the correct age for showing.  

 

Bringing Your Rabbits Home 

● Rabbit carrier- you will need a carrier to transport your rabbits. Many people purchase a wire 

carrier that will fit up to three rabbits. This carrier will also be used to transport to the fair and 

during show day. 

● Breeding rabbits should be tattooed for identification purposes. Check with your breeder before 

taking your rabbit home; they may be able to tattoo a rabbit for you.  If they are not able to 

tattoo, that can be done for you at ID Day in June. 

 

Cages 

• You should have a cage at least 24x36 inches for one rabbit and size should increase with more 

rabbits. 

• Rabbits should be kept in a cage with a wire bottom so droppings can fall easily to the ground or 

tray. Wire bottom cages are the most sanitary choice. 

• Determine where you will house them- they need to be in a cool, shaded area and out of direct 

sunlight. 

• If rabbits are going to be in a garage or building, make sure they have proper ventilation. 

• Be sure that your rabbits cannot reach any hazards (wires, strings, any chemicals they could bite 

into) outside of their cages as they will chew on things. On this note, giving your rabbit a NON-

treated piece of wood is a good thing to chew on to keep them busy and to keep their teeth 

short. 

 

Food/ Water  

• Complete pelleted feed- you can buy this at any feed store. 16-18% protein is recommended. 

Check with your breeder for a feed recommendation. 

• Breeders typically give “switchover feed” which is used to gradually switch your rabbit to a new 

pelleted diet. Do this over the course of a few days, slowly mixing the old feed with the new 

feed so the rabbits have time to adjust. 

• Water- decide if you are going to use a crock or hanging bottle- make sure your rabbit ALWAYS 

has access to fresh water. Check with your breeder to see what they use. If you choose to use a 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Updated as of February 2023                                                                                                                     Rabbit 5 

wood.osu.edu 
CFAES provides research and related educational  
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

 

water bottle it is always a good idea to start your rabbit with both a bottle and a bowl 

underneath it until you know the rabbit can use the bottle. At fair, it is only permitted to use a 

hanging bottle. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR FAIR PARTICIPATION: * = mandatory  

Activity Due Date Location Reference Page # 
(in this guide) 

*Enroll in 4-H No later than  
March 15 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in 
                2 

*4-H Project  
Interview Judging 

Second Thursday  
in July 

Wood County Fairgrounds  
Junior Fair Building 

                2 

*Own Animal June 1  
 

                7 

*Quality Assurance No later than June 1 With 4-H Advisor or at a county training 
 

                7 

*Register with Fair No later than June 1 FairEntry online website 
See email from Jr. Fair Coordinator 

                9 

Sign-up for  
Showmanship 

No later than June 1 FairEntry online website 
See email from Jr. Fair Coordinator 

                8 

ID Day 
 

June 28                  7 

Turn in Drug Use  
Notification Form 

Fair Weigh-In (for  
market animals only) 

See email from Jr. Fair Coordinator 
                9 

*Barn Meeting 
 

  
               11 

*Fair Weigh-In                  11 
 

*Animal Show 
 

  
           8-9, 12 

Showmanship Show                8, 12 
 

*Clean Pen 
 

Day after the  
last day of fair 

Wood County Fairgrounds 
                 8 

 
 
Project Requirement for Exhibition at the Wood County Fair  
Participation is an opportunity available to you because you are a 4-H member. Exhibition at the Wood 
County Fair, is not mandatory to fulfill the commitments of taking your 4-H project, but it is highly 
recommended. If you are interested in exhibiting a rabbit project at the Wood County Fair, you need to 
know and meet the exhibition requirements. Basic exhibition requirements include: 
 

• You must be enrolled in 4-H (or FFA), no later than March 15th, in the project you want to 

exhibit. 

• You must be a member in good standing of your 4-H Club: meaning attending a minimum of 5 

meetings, completing a demonstration, fully participating, etc.   

 

 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
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General Rules: 
1. Judging will be based on ARBA standards. 
2. Exhibitors must follow project requirements and may only enter two animals per class (except for 
market classes and then an exhibitor may only enter one meat pen and/or one single fryer). These 
entries count as one each toward the total number of entries allowable (6 maximum). New for 2022: 
First year exhibitors may exhibit a maximum of two rabbit entries, any combination, including market. 
After the first year, exhibitors may show up to six entries including market. 
3. Crossbred rabbits may not be shown. Rabbits with obvious deformities or diseases should not be 
brought to the fair. 
4. Exhibitors must be in possession, have ownership, and complete showing rights to rabbits on June 1. 
5. All rabbits must attend ID Day on June 28, at the Fairgrounds Rabbit Barn from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Those 
rabbits not identified are not eligible to show. Meat Pens and Single Fryers must be tattooed on or 
before June 28 but should still be brought to ID Day. 
6. After Identification Day, any animal having been substituted for any reason is ineligible for show. 
Exhibitors may identify one extra rabbit per breeding entry and one extra rabbit per market show entry 
in case of calamity. Both must be present at ID Day and registered to that exhibitor. 
7. Locks on cage doors will be prohibited. In addition, pens may not be fastened to floors. Zip ties on 
cages ONLY WITH SIGNED APPROVAL by Senior Fair Director AND Junior Fair Superintendent. ALL 
UNAPPROVED ZIP TIES WILL BE REMOVED! Spring clips are OK. 
8. If an exhibitor is unable to show his/her own rabbit, a family member of Junior Fair age or Wood 
County 4-H Club or FFA Chapter member of Junior Fair age may show in his/her place. 
9. Check Livestock Sale Rules for information on the sale of your rabbits. All market projects must 
participate in the Quality Assurance training program no less than 45 days prior to show.  
10. Grand and Reserve Champion Pen of Two Meat Rabbits and Single Fryers must sell in the Junior Fair 
Sale. 
11. All exhibitors must participate in the Interview Judging activity in July to receive their grade to be 
eligible for Championship Competition. Please do not take your rabbit to interview judging. 
12. Tattoos will be checked by Junior Fair Officials on the first day of the fair and prior to placing rabbits 
on the table. Rabbits with no tattoo or improper tattoos will be ineligible for placing. All rabbits must 
have a tattoo in the left ear and must be tattooed prior to the fair. 
13. Care of Rabbits: All members are responsible for the feeding, watering (water bottles only, no bowls) 
and bedding of their rabbits. Failure to do so will result in the following: a) First Warning; b) Second 
Warning - Loss of Premium; c) Third Warning -Removal from the grounds, forfeiture of awards and loss 
of show privileges for following year. 
14. Barn map will be enforced. No cages are moved unless approved by the Superintendent. 
*If you wish to build wire cage floors for pens at the fair, the cage dimensions are: 
Medium cage – 21” x 21”; Large cage – 22” x 25”. Make floor 1” smaller than cage.  Check the cage size 
one week before the fair! Cage dimensions change from year to year! 
15. All exhibitors taking meat rabbits (either pen of two or single fryers) must have attended a Quality 
Assurance meeting and turned in a DUNF (Drug Use Notification Form.) These rabbits may be subject to 
drug testing. Grand and Reserve Champions may be terminal following the sale. 
16. All exhibitors must follow the Wood County Junior Fair Dress Code during all judging events and 
shows. 
17. Refer to the Grand Champion Project section of the fair book on how the Grand Champion Project 
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Rabbit will be selected. 
18. Pens MUST be cleaned out when rabbits are removed from the grounds at end of the week—
Monday, August 7th by 5:00 pm. 
 

Pen of Two Meat Rabbits:  

1. Meat Pen will consist of two (2) rabbits from the same litter. 

2. Age limit must not be over 11 weeks at entry day of fair. 

3. Each market rabbit must weigh between 3.25 to 5.5 pounds. 

4. Two animals identical in size, appearance, age and breed. 

5. Counts as one of your entries toward overall number. 

6. The emphasis of judging for meat pens will be on meat type, (confirmation), condition of flesh, 

uniformity in body and weight, condition of fur, and uniformity of exhibit. 

 

Single Fryer Class: 

1. 3.25-5.5 pounds each. 

2. May not be part of an eligible pen of two. 

3. May not be one of your breeding projects. 

4. Counts as one of your entries toward overall number. 

Showmanship: ALL SHOWMANSHIP SIGN-UP WILL BE DONE IN FAIR ENTRY, JUNE 1st DEADLINE 

1. Showmanship – Senior age 14-18; Junior age 8-13.  You will be required to choose junior or 
senior showmanship in FairEntry. 

2. All classes compete for overall showman in Senior or Junior division. 

3. Appropriate clothing; white long sleeve shirt or coat must be worn. 

Section A - Market Rabbits (premium for exhibition $3.00) 

Class 1 – Pen of Two Meat Rabbits 

Class 2 – Single Fryer 

 

Section B - Breeding Rabbits 

Breeds 

American, American Chinchilla, American Fuzzy Lop, American Sable, Argente Brun, Belgian Hare, 

Beveren, Blanc de Hotot, Britannia Petite, California, Champagne d’Argent, Checkered Giant, Cinnamon, 

Crème d’Argent, Czech Frosty, Dutch, Dwarf Hoot, Dwarf Papillon, English Angora, English Lop, English 

Spot, Flemish Giant, Florida White, French Angora, French Lop, Giant Angora, Giant Chinchilla, 

Harlequin, Havana, Himalayan, Holland Lop, Jersey Wooly, Lilac, Lionhead, Mini Lop, Mini Rex, Mini 

Satin, Netherland Dwarf, New Zealand, Palomino, Polish, Rex, Rhinelander, Satin, Satin Angora, Silver, 

Silver Fox, Silver Marten, Standard Chinchilla, Tan, Thrianta  

 

1. All rabbits (excluding Pet Rabbits) will be shown based on the ARBA color classification/grouping. 
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2. The judges will pick the best of 4-Class and the best of 6-Class and between those two rabbits the 

judges will pick the Best of Show and the Reserve Best of Show. 

3. Per ARBA Rules/Standards, fixed/neutered rabbits are not permissible to show, and are to 

be disqualified for alterations, therefore they are pet rabbits and are not permitted to be shown at fair. 

4. Exhibitors will show during the regular rabbit show with the exceptions of the litter pens. They will be 

judged separately. 

 

New Class 2023: Doe and Litter 

1. Does must stay with her litter. 

2. Age limit is 6-8 weeks old as of entry day of fair. 

3. Must be enrolled in Breeding Rabbit or Market Rabbit book. 

4. Each 4-H/Junior Fair exhibitor will only be allowed to bring one (1) litter pen to fair. 

5. This doe and litter pen will count as one of your six exhibits that you are allowed to bring.  

6. The doe from the Doe and Litter cannot show in any other class besides the Doe and Litter class. 

7. Only the doe is required to be tattooed; the litter does not need to be. 

 

Fair Entries and Fair Rules 
Each exhibitor is responsible for creating a fair entry for every animal that you plan to bring to the fair.  
Registering in 4-HOnline does not register you for fair.  You register for fair in the FairEntry online 
program (with instruction from the Junior Fair Coordinator) by June 1st.  Instruction on this will likely 
take place at one of your club meetings (another reason it is very important to attend meetings). Your 
Advisor will be able to answer questions about the Fair Entry process. 
 

When you choose to become a Junior Fair Exhibitor; you are responsible for knowing the general fair 
rules and the department rules for the project you are exhibiting.  These can be found on the Wood Fair 
website or in the Fair Book under Junior Fair Rules, Rabbits. 
You should also be familiar with Ohio Revised Code Sections 901.70, 901.71, 901.72, 901.73, 901.74, 
901.75, 901.76, 901.99 and 2925.94. These govern all livestock shows in the state of Ohio. 
It is important to note that at the fair, the only people permitted to care for, fit, clip, or groom your 
animal are your immediate family members, 4-H advisors, or other members of your club and assistance 
is limited to explanation and minimal demonstration (ORC 901.19.31). 
 

Drug Use Notification Form (DUNF) 

If you are exhibiting a market animal you are required, by the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) to 

submit a DUNF immediately prior to the Fair.  This form requires you to declare the use of any 

medication that has been given to your animal.  An online link will be sent to you by email to use for 

completing your form.  You are not eligible to exhibit a market animal until this form is submitted to 

ODA.  The online form must be completed by fair check-in day. 
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During Project 

• Care for your rabbits daily!! Fresh water and proper feed are a MUST.  

• You will want to make sure that your rabbits are checked regularly for any signs of distress. 

• CLEAN- Their cage/ hutch should be kept clean to keep pests and diseases away. This can 

include cleaning out the pan (if you have one), cleaning feces from under the cage, scraping the 

wire if they mess, and cleaning urine guards if you have them as well. Keeping a clean area will 

keep pests and odors away. 

• Market Rabbits- You should check their weights regularly and compare rabbits to find the best 

two that you have. Remember, you will only take two rabbits to the fair.  Wood County Fair 

requires rabbits to weigh 3.25 to 5.5 pounds each.  

• Breeding Rabbits- These rabbits have specific weights depending on their breeds. The required 

weights can be found in the ARBA Standard of Perfection or on ARBA.net. 

• You will also want to practice with one rabbit or two that you will take for showmanship. 

 

Working with your Rabbit - Showmanship 

• Start when you get your rabbits! 

• Make sure you are comfortable with at least one of your rabbits so that you can participate in 

showmanship. This is where the judge looks at you, the exhibitor. You can reference your Rabbit 

Resource Book to gain knowledge on this but finding an older rabbit exhibitor who is willing to 

help you learn is good too. 

• For showmanship, you will be asked to turn over and pose your rabbit, so become familiar with 

both of those things. Also know basic information about your breed. 

• Make sure you know the proper way to pose your specific breed of rabbit. You can look at 

tutorials online, in books, and attend clinics. It is also helpful to attend a rabbit show in your 

area. 

 

One month (approx.) before fair 

• Make sure you get your rabbit's ears tattooed (if they are not already). If market projects are 

not tattooed on ID Day (June), you will be ineligible for show.  See your 4-H Newsletter in the 

summer for the time of tattooing; it will be in the evening at the Fairgrounds. MAKE SURE YOU 

SHOW UP ON TIME!!!!  

 

One week before fair 

• Make sure you have proper show clothes.  Exhibitors must follow the Fair Dress Code when 

showing.  The dress code requires a collared shirt (no t-shirt). For rabbits: 

-The most common and recommended show shirt is a white long sleeve, button down shirt. 

-Short sleeved white shirt can also be worn but the long sleeve is preferred. 

-Pants should be black or nice jeans. Pant legs should reach the exhibitors shoes, no holes. 
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-Shoes: shoes are close-toed. 

 

Fair week  

Things to pack/bring to Fair 

• Feed and water bottles. 

• Check fair pens ahead of time to know what will work. 

• Haul in water if needed. A change in water can cause loose stool or lack of water consumption. 

• Bring feed in each day or have secure storage on site. 

• Grooming supplies- suggested items are nail clippers, rags/wipes, spray bottle, brush/comb if 

needed. 

• Study Guides- to make sure you are always able to study if you need to brush up on anything 

prior to the show/showmanship. 

 

Activities that will take place at the Fair 
The following Fair related activities are described below: Arrival/departure, Barn Meeting, Weigh-in, 
Classes Posted, Showmanship and Show, Junior Fair Sale. 
 

Arrival & Departure 

Check the Fair Schedule and/or ask your Advisor to confirm the window of time you must arrive with 

your animal to the fairgrounds.  Upon arrival, find your assigned cage and unload your rabbits efficiently, 

so as not to create a line. There are Barn Superintendents in the barn on arrival day to answer questions. 

If you are not going to sell your rabbit through the Junior Fair Livestock Sale; check the time that animals 

are released at the end of fair week; meaning this is the time you can re-load and take your animal 

home. 

Barn Meeting 
Check the Fair Schedule for the time of the Barn Meeting.  Usually, a Barn Meeting for all Rabbit 
Exhibitors will be held on Sunday morning of the Fair, prior to weigh-in. 
 
Weigh-In 
Only market animals are weighed.  Check the Fair Schedule, and listen at the Barn meeting, for the 
weigh-in time for market rabbits.  You MUST bring your rabbits to the scales at the correct time to be 
eligible to show. There will be Barn Superintendents in the Barn to direct and help you get to the scales, 
but you (or your representative) MUST be present to get your rabbits weighed.   
 
Classes Posted 
Once all rabbits are weighed, classes will be created by dividing in approximately equal size classes 
based on their weights. These classes will be posted on the rabbit barn bulletin board.  It is your 
responsibility to review the class posting for accuracy. Check to see that weights are correct.  If you have 
questions about the class posting, contact the Junior Fair Coordinator immediately for assistance. 
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Showmanship and Show Classes 

There are 3 different types of classes within the Rabbit Show: 

1. Showmanship Classes: in these classes the judge is evaluating the showmanship skills of the 

exhibitor (you!). These classes are divided by the age of the exhibitor.  You must sign-up to 

compete in showmanship when you make your fair entry (by the June 1st deadline.) These 

classes will be posted in the Rabbit Barn. Check the posting for accuracy.  If there is an error on 

the class listing or if you need to drop from Showmanship, notify the Junior Fair Coordinator 

immediately.  Participation in your Showmanship class is highly encouraged but is not 

mandatory. 

2. Breeding Rabbit Classes: 
All rabbits (excluding Pet Rabbits) will be shown based on the ARBA color 
classification/grouping. 

3. Market Rabbit Classes: in these classes the judge is evaluating the conformation of the rabbits. 

These classes are divided by the weight of the rabbits.  Following weigh-in, these classes will be 

posted in the Rabbit Barn. Check the posting to see which class you are in.  It is required to 

participate in showing your rabbits to be eligible for awards and to be eligible to sell your Rabbit 

in the Junior Fair Livestock Sale. 

 

The Rabbit Show order will be posted in the Fair Book.  Check the Barn Bulletin Board and listen for 
announcements on Show Day for any updates.  
 
Champion Project Award Qualifications 
More details to come. 
 
Junior Fair Livestock Sale 
The Wood County Fair Junior Fair Livestock Sale is held on Sunday for the grand and reserve champions 
this will be the live sale on Sunday last day of fair, all others will take part in the online sale. 
   
Finishing Your Rabbit Project   
When the project year is concluded, it’s time to thank the people that have helped you with your 
project. It’s a great idea to send thank you notes to: 

• The buyer(s) of your animal if you participated in the Junior Fair Sale. 

• Your 4-H Advisors. 

• Other folks who helped you with your project.  

• The sponsors of any awards, ribbons, banners, or other recognition you received. 

 

Valuable Rabbit Resources 

● The Rabbit Resource Handbook (can be purchased from Wood County 4-H Extension office.) 
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● The ARBA Standard of Perfection (purchased from ARBA.net or is often sold by vendors at ARBA 

rabbit shows.) 

● Purchasing an ARBA (American Rabbit Breeders Association) membership is a valuable tool as 

you will receive a magazine about rabbits and a book. (A membership can be purchased from 

ARBA.net.) 

 

Wood County now has a Wood County Rabbit Breeders Club. This is a fun way for you to get more 

involved in your project and the county. During the fair, there will be an Open ARBA show. You have the 

option to join ARBA so that you can earn points. Please reference the information below and ARBA.net. 

OFFICIAL AMERICAN RABBIT BREEDERS ASSOCIATION INC. 
PO BOX 400, KNOX, PA 16232-0400 

814-797-4129 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES:  
ADULT: $20.00 PER YEAR, 3 YRS $50 YOUTH: $12.00 PER YEAR, 3 YRS $30  

COMBINATION HUSBAND/WIFE: $30.00 PER YEAR, 3 YRS $75.00 SINGLE ADULT FAMILY: $20.00 PLUS 

$5.00 PER YOUTH PER YEAR, 3 YRS $50.00 PLUS $10.00 PER YOUTH HUSBAND/WIFE FAMILY: $30.00 

PLUS $5.00 PER YOUTH PER YEAR, 3 YRS $75.00 PLUS $10.00 PER YOUTH 

 

**The contents of this guide are meant to be just that, a guide and may be subject to change without 

notice.  Be vigilant about referencing the Wood County Fair website for the most up to date information 

regarding the fair. 

 

 

 

 

Guide Credit: Christy Leeds, 4-H Extension Educator & Assistant Professor – Union County, Ohio 


